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June 2006 – Volume Thirteen, Number Six 

EXPEDITION NEWS, now in its 12th year, is the monthly review of significant expeditions, research projects and newsworthy adventures. It is distributed online to media representatives, corporate sponsors, educators, research librarians, explorers, environmentalists, and outdoor enthusiasts. This forum on exploration covers projects that stimulate, motivate and educate.


ULTRALIGHT TREK ACROSS THE ARCTIC  

Three adventurers, including the publisher of a magazine dedicated to the ultralight trekking style, will begin an attempt this month of reportedly the first and longest unsupported trekking traverse of Alaska, America’s most remote, roadless, uninhabited wilderness.

The Arctic 1000 team hopes to determine how far one can walk in a remote wilderness without resupply and outside support. They will also forgo any sort of foraging, hunting, or fishing in an effort to complete the longest wilderness traverse in the U.S. by fair means, and be the first to visit the most remote location in the U.S. by fair means.

The 1,000 km (621-mi.) route will traverse the most remote (westernmost) region of Alaska's Brooks Range, starting at the Chukchi Sea near Point Hope and ending at either the indigenous habitation of Anaktuvuk Pass or the Alaskan Oil Pipeline Highway ("Haul Road") near Wiseman. This region is the largest contiguous roadless and uninhabited wilderness in America, and contains America's remotest spot (defined by its distance from the nearest roads or habitations) in an area that is more than 15 times the area of the remotest spot in the contiguous U.S., the area southeast of Yellowstone National Park.

The team, traveling totally on foot, will carry all of their gear, food, and supplies for the entirety of the trek in backpacks. Only their water supply will be sourced along the way.  

Among the challenges will be taking enough food (but not too much) ​– and exercising the discipline to ration it; managing the consumption of body fat as a calorie source; and withstanding the inevitable bout of foot pain.  They will travel in ultralight style, sleep under tarps made with light racing sailcloth materials, carry backpacks that weigh only 24 ounces but contain 50 lbs. (mostly food), and cook over bush fires. Even toilet paper is a luxury they will do without. “The real goal here is to maximize food weight by minimizing the volume and weight of gear,” said expedition member Ryan Jordan, publisher of Backpacking Light Magazine and the BackpackingLight.com Web site. 

"This expedition will be a serious test of ultralight trekking technique – it's absolutely mandatory that gear weight be ruthlessly eliminated so we can carry enough food to provide the caloric needs to complete this distance," Jordan adds.  

Key sponsors include: ULA-Equipment, Smartwool, GoLite, Pacific Outdoor Equipment, Cuben Fiber, and Alaska Pacific University. (For more information: backpackinglight.com). 

STEGER PLANS 2007 ICE EXPEDITION 

TO STUDY GLOBAL WARMING

In February 2007, polar explorer and educator Will Steger will launch the Inuit Cultural Exchange (ICE) to study the effects of global warming. The project, which focuses on the Inuit people of Baffin Island, Nunavut, hopes to put a “face, a voice and an identity on global warming.” Two Steger-led 10-dog teams will unite with up to eight Inuit teams as they travel from Pangnirtung, across the Auyuittuq National Park to Broughton Island, up the eastern coast to Clyde River, then west to Pond Inlet and south to conclude in Igloolik. This 1,400-mile route includes some of the most isolated communities, reachable only via mountainous terrain or along the fjord-sliced Atlantic coast.

The Steger teams, comprised of Steger, John Stetson, and education coordinators Elizabeth Andre and Abby Fenton, will spend a week in each village to introduce online travelers to Inuit elders, hunters, and families. They will share daily uploaded images, sounds, video and journal entries on www.globalwarming101.com. 

Baffin Island has been affected dramatically by climate. Inuit hunting seasons are shorter, starving bears are threatening villages, food caches are rotting, and the northern migration of non-native animal species upsets the equilibrium, causing chaos and starvation for wildlife, according to Steger. “The Inuit diet consists of over 70 percent meat and fish obtained by hunting and fishing, so the changes are devastating.” (For more information: Linda Nervick, linda@globalwarming101.com; www.willsteger.com. For an outstanding look back at Steger’s historic 1986 North Pole Expedition, view Minneapolis KSTP-TV reporter Jason Davis’ “On the Road” report at www.kstp.com/otr). 
EVEREST ROUND UP 

Try as we might not to get wrapped up in Everestmania, we just can’t help ourselves.  The mountain’s siren call to experienced and novice climbers alike is just too great to ignore.  Here’s a look at some highlights – and heart-wrenching tragedies – this season: 

•
Climbers Neglect Dying Man …  Mount Everest pioneer Sir Edmund Hillary said he was shocked that dozens of climbers left a British mountaineer to die during their own attempts on the world's tallest peak. British climber David Sharp, 34, succumbed apparently of oxygen deficiency while descending from the summit during a solo climb last month. More than 40 climbers are said to have seen him as he lay dying, and almost all continued to the summit without offering assistance.

"Human life is far more important than just getting to the top of a mountain," Hillary told the New Zealand Press Association. New Zealander double amputee Mark Inglis (see below), told Television New Zealand that his party stopped during its May 15 summit push and found Sharp close to death. A member of the party tried to give Sharp oxygen, and sent out a radio distress call before continuing to the summit.  Inglis said Sharp had no oxygen when he was found and there was virtually no hope that Sharp could have been carried to safety from his position about 1,000 feet short of the 29,035-foot summit. 

In response to criticism, Inglis’ Web site says, “Seems that there are a significant number of experts with strong opinions on survival in the ‘death zone’ but unfortunately with none of the relevant information.”
Sir Edmund wasn’t buying it: "There have been a number of occasions when people have been neglected and left to die and I don't regard this as a correct philosophy," he told a New Zealand newspaper. "I think the whole attitude toward climbing Mount Everest has become rather horrifying. The people just want to get to the top.  It was wrong if there was a man suffering altitude problems and was huddled under a rock, just to lift your hat, say 'good morning' and pass on by," Hillary said.

•
…While Another Rises From the Dead – Lincoln Hall, a 50-year-old Australian, was declared dead by Sherpas, yet the next day was, in fact, found alive. Hall, one of Australia’s best-known climbers, was on an expedition that included a 15-year-old Australian climber, Chris Harris, who had hoped to become the youngest climber to reach the summit. Harris was forced to turn back after having problems breathing, but Hall and others made it to the top. On the descent, Hall suddenly collapsed. He was pronounced dead by the Sherpa guides accompanying him and abandoned at 28,500 feet. The cause was understood to be cerebral edema — a swelling of the brain.

The next day, according to accounts from Hall's fellow climbers, he was seen by Dan Mazur, an American veteran of many Himalayan expeditions. Mazur, they said, realized that Hall was still alive. Almost incomprehensibly, Hall had survived the night. A team of 13 Sherpas was sent to rescue him, which they did with tea, oxygen, and medicine. A few days later, Hall was able to walk on his own to Advanced Base Camp farther down the mountain where he was well enough to place a call to his wife, Barbara. 

The fact that he had been able to walk unassisted was taken as testimony to a remarkable recovery and raised the question of what might have happened to the Briton, David Sharp, if he had been helped.

ExplorersWeb writes in a major review of the spring climbing season, "Everest and Himalaya are tough places and people die there, but this season the biggest debate was not about that. This year, Everest displayed a weakness much more dangerous than death to human kind: Lack of compassion, selfish ambition, and silence." 
•
Standing Room Only – A record was set when 27 people scaled the mountain within the May 14-15 two-day period. Sadly, at press time, at least 11 have died on the mountain this season. In terms of fatalities, the 2006 Everest season is now second only to the 1996 spring season which claimed 12 lives. More than 1,500 climbers have reached the summit of Mount Everest in the last 53 years and some 190 have died trying.

•
Oldest By Three Days ​– A 70-year-old Japanese climber, corporate management consultant Takao Arayama, scaled Everest last month, making him the oldest person in the world to achieve the feat. Japanese climber and professional skier Yuichiro Miura, now 73, became record holder as the oldest Everest summiteer in 2003, also at the age of 70. But Arayama squeaked by because he was older than Miura by three days. Undaunted, Miura plans to repeat the ascent in 2008 at age 75. 

•
First Double Amputee – New Zealand climber Mark Inglis, 47, who lost his legs in a climbing accident 24 years ago, became the first double amputee to reach the peak.  He spent 40 days on the mountain to achieve the feat. The climber had both legs severed just below the knees after suffering frostbite when he was trapped by storms while climbing New Zealand's highest peak, Mount Cook, in 1982.

EXPEDITION UPDATE 

Ocean Rower Beached 

A solo row from Africa to New York turned into a one-day washout for an American oarsman when his home-made plywood boat sprung a leak just hours after he left Senegal early last month (See EN, December 2003). Victor Mooney, 41, radioed for help after he saw water leaking into his boat. He was rescued by the Senegalese navy, but the 24-ft. ocean rowing boat he built for the journey sank. Local authorities said Mooney, a college publicist from New York who had been preparing for the trip for three years, was not hurt but was unlikely to try the trip again. Asked if he was planning a repeat voyage, he told a local policeman: "Never. It's finished."

Mooney had hoped to become the first African-American to row solo across the Atlantic, while raising awareness of AIDS in Africa and memorializing the route that took African slaves to the Americas.
Irresponsible Geocachers are Loving the Outdoors to Death 

Marrying high-tech gadgets with rugged outdoor travel, geocaching has become one of the hottest new forms of outdoor recreation (See EN, July 2001). But its popularity will take a toll on the nation's public land if not done responsibly.

In geocaching, participants use global positioning systems (GPS) to direct

them to hidden treasures or "caches."  Caches are usually low-priced

trinkets and are most often placed in backcountry settings.  There are at

least 250,000 caches hidden throughout the world on any given day.

"Unwanted tire tracks, damaged vegetation and disrupted wildlife can be

harsh consequences of irresponsible geocaching," said Patti Klein, national

stewardship coordinator for the Bureau of Land Management. "We encourage geocachers to check with their local land manager for regulations and practice minimum impact behavior at all times." (For additional tips for responsible geocaching: www.treadlightly.org). 

EXPEDITION NOTES

Riding for Education Focuses on the Final Leg – In an effort to raise funds for education, Stephen McCutcheon, 26, from Bolton, UK, is on the final 6,000 km of a 10,000 km horseback odyssey from Delhi to Beijing along the ancient silk route. Departing in November 2004 on his “Riding for Education” project, the caravan’s goal is to raise £100,000 for the International NGO ActionAid to improve education in India, Pakistan and China by visiting remote schools along the way. McCutcheon, a former English teacher in Northern Nepal, is reportedly the first in history to officially ride from New Delhi to Lahore, Pakistan.  Riding 25 - 40 km per day, he hopes to arrive in Beijing by spring 2007. 

“The Silk Road now stretches ahead to Beijing, from the Pamirs and across the Greater Gobi onto the Mongolian plains.  Mainly this ride is about living a dream and making dreams happen for others,” he tells EN. Major equipment sponsors currently include: Ranvet, Sea to Summit, and Vettec. (For more information: steveo7502@yahoo.co.uk, www.r4e.org). 

AAC Museum to be Named for Bradford Washburn ​– The American Mountaineering Museum in Golden, Colo., set to open in 2008, will be named for a pioneering mountain photographer and cartographer. The 3,000 sq. ft. Bradford Washburn American Mountaineering Museum, a joint venture of the AAC and the Colorado Mountain Club, will be an affiliate site of the National Geographic Society and detail the history of mountaineering and the role that Americans have played in it, as well as current achievements and issues facing climbers.

Washburn, 95, is an honorary member of the AAC and was for many years the director of the prestigious Boston Museum of Science. Washburn's scale model of Mt. Everest, which measures 14 sq. ft., will be a centerpiece of the new museum. 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

“What we get from this adventure is just sheer joy. And joy is, after all, the end of life. We do not live to eat and make money. We eat and make money to be able to enjoy life. That is what life means and what life is for.” – George Leigh Mallory (1886-1924)

CLIMBING FOR DOLLARS

W.L. Gore Announces 2006 Shipton-Tilman Grant Winners

There are special people in the world, men and women who refuse to allow generations of past exploration and advances in technology to curtail their sense of adventure. In a time when you can call up an aerial photograph of any location in the world to a computer desktop, these modern explorers still cherish the act of standing on a summit or searching uncharted waters. 

To help teams venture out into the unknown, W.L. Gore and Associates, inventors of Gore-Tex fabric, is once again awarding grants totaling $30,000 to help finance far reaching expeditions. These funds will make expeditions possible for people who recognize the need to canvass the world—especially in the Internet age of second hand experiences.

The annual Shipton-Tilman Grant program was established by Gore as a tribute to the spirit of adventure embodied by Eric Shipton (b. 1907) and Bill Tilman (b. 1897). The annual program provides funds to be divided among three to six expeditions that are most in harmony with Shipton and Tilman's philosophies. This year five projects were chosen to receive financial contributions:

•
Cambridge University East Greenland Expedition ($5,000)

East Greenland’s Schweizerland Alps are among the most unspoiled regions in the world, inhabited by fewer than 3,500 people. Team leader Mark Reid heads a four-man group of climbers looking to establish new routes on untouched peaks in this remote Arctic wilderness. By living unsupported for a month, the expedition team looks to gain valuable experience in polar travel techniques without upsetting the pristine conditions. 

By staying in the Inuit settlement of Kulusuk at either end of the expedition, the team hopes to gain insight into the culture of the modern Inuit, while helping to contribute to the economic sustainability of the local community. Upon return to the UK, the team will produce the definitive mountaineering guide for the Eastern side of the Schweizerland Alps.

•
The Forgotten Arm: 

Kayak Exploration of Patagonia Ice Cap ($6,000) 

Taking a page from Tilman’s own explorations documented in his book, Mischief in Patagonia, Reg Lake and Grayson Schaffer plan to penetrate and explore the North Arm of Seno Peel, a spur of the Patagonia Ice Cap stretching into the main Chilean shipping routes. The team will be dropped off with a month’s worth of gear and rations in two kayaks at the entrance to an inner fjord. For four weeks in February 2007, the men will navigate and document the three calving glaciers at the outer reaches of the Peel, then move to chart the roughly nine glaciers, completing the first documentation of the greatest concentration of glaciers in the Patagonia Ice Cap. The total anticipated distance kayaked in icy waters during the expedition exceeds 200 miles. Seno Peel is the most remote and most difficult fjord to access and one of the few uncharted regions on the planet. 

•
The McMahon Line Expedition 2007 ($7,000)

This expedition was previously planned and ready for departure in 2003. However, just prior to setting out, the main financier, team member and driving force behind the project, Canadian John Lecky, died suddenly. With renewed energy and focus the team is prepared to begin the first ascent of Nyegi Kangsang (7,000 m / 22,966 ft.), the last unclimbed 7,000-meter peak east of Bhutan. 

The McMahon line refers to the fluctuating border between India and China and bears the name of a former Secretary of the Indian Foreign Department of Great Britain. The physical conditions anticipated during the climb and the political climate in the region make this expedition an extremely ambitious undertaking. Tilman himself traveled in the region and stated, “…of all the Himalaya these are the least explored and it is not difficult to understand why.”

•
Northern Ungave Canoe Expedition ($4,000)

Less than 1,000 miles from Montreal begins Arctic Quebec, or Ungave, an unspoiled wilderness and one of the hemisphere’s last frontiers. A two-man team of secondary school teachers will travel by canoe more than 800 miles exploring the Ungave Peninsula beginning and ending on Hudson Bay. The planned route has never been traveled in its entirety and will test the limits of canoe travel. 

The team will see more of northern Ungave than any other group, interacting with the local Inuit people and mirroring their techniques for fording the waterways. The Northern Quebec territory is threatened by mining interests and hydroelectric development. A major objective of the expedition is to increase public awareness of the richness of the Ungave through lectures and presentations upon return. 

•
Paititi Expedition 2006: Beyond the Pantiacolla Plateau ($3,000)

Expedition leader Greg Deyermenjian is considered to be the world’s foremost authority on the archaeology and exploration of the high jungle areas of southeast Peru. In summer 2006 he will lead his team into an area of jungle-covered mountains in southeast Peru that is not only unexplored, it is a blank on the map. The team will follow ancient Incan trails to their end, then move deeper into the jungle to determine the farthest reached of the Inca north of their capital city of Cusco. The Pantiacolla Plateau is a vast table that extends and overlooks the Amazon basin. On the Plateau the team will encounter frigid conditions with snow and sleet as well as tropical heat and humidity in the month they will be in the region. A major goal of the expedition is to investigate the legend of Paititi, the fabled ultimate refuge for the Incas, and attempt to confirm its existence and location. 

•
Team Light Rack ($5,000)

Climbing star Heidi Wirtz and senior contributing editor at Rock & Ice, Lizzy Scully, have planned an expedition to Pakistan with the goal of establishing the first routes up a series of unclimbed granite pinnacles at the base of Hispar Pass. Additionally, the two-woman team will attempt to free climb one of the established routes on the Ogre’s Thumb (5500 m/

18,044 ft.). Time permitting, the women will explore new routes and unclimbed peaks in the region. They will climb alpine style, with minimal equipment and as quickly as possible. Upon return to the U.S., the team plans to raise money and awareness for earthquake victims still without basic necessities more than one year later.

(For more information: www.gore-tex.com). 

Four AAC Spitzer Grants Announced

Four teams of climbers have won the American Alpine Club’s Lyman Spitzer Climbing Grants for cutting-edge climbing. The expeditions will split $12,000 in cash and $10,000 worth of equipment donated by Cascade Designs, makers of MSR, SealLine and Therm-a-Rest. Spitzer recipients are:

•
Mike Schaefer, Micah Dash and Eric Decaria will make an alpine-style attempt on the direct east face of Uli Biaho in Pakistan, after pioneering a 2,000-ft. wall just to reach the base of their main objective.

•
Josh Wharton and Kelly Cordes will tackle the 5,000-ft. north ridge of Pakistan's Shingu Charpa, a stunning line that has seen several attempts in recent years.

•         Mike and Andy Libecki will explore and climb in remote valleys of Uzbekistan, where photos of the unclimbed granite walls and pyramids caused Libecki to exclaim, "God must have created this part of the planet just for obsessed climbers.”

•
Will Mayo and Canadian Maxime Turgeon will attempt an unclimbed line on the south face of Mt. Foraker in Alaska. 

(For more information: http://www.americanalpineclub.org/knowledge/grants.asp).

Viesturs Lends Support to Backpacker Magazine's 

2007 Summit for Someone  

Ed Viesturs, America's famed high-altitude mountaineer, has become the honorary chairperson of Backpacker Magazine's 2007 Summit for Someone benefit climbs. These climbs, created and owned by the recreational mentoring non-profit, Big City Mountaineers, have in three years become the premier charity-based mountaineering events in North America. Viesturs will help promote participation in BCM's programs.  (For more information: www.summitforsomeone.org).

Breaking Barriers Grant Supports Peruvian Expedition  

The 2006 Zack Martin Breaking Barriers Award has been given to Adam French to support a climb and humanitarian objectives in Peru. French and his team will attempt the second ascent of the East Ridge of 20,976-ft. Huantsan in the southern Cordillera Blanca. According to the American Alpine Club, the team's humanitarian mission is titled "Water Is Life." French and team will install effective composting toilets in Huascaran National Park, where they will immediately improve water quality, not only in the park but also in the streams and rivers below the park. 

The Breaking Barriers Award was established in honor of Zack Martin, a young climber who was tragically killed in a car accident in 2002. The grant aims to further Martin's vision of making a positive impact on the communities that climbers frequent. (For more information: www.americanalpineclub.org/knowledge/grants.asp).

EXPEDITION MARKETING 

Sunglass Company Sets Sights on Sponsorship – Costa del Mar, sponsors of the Across Northern Alaska expedition, is looking for other projects to support. The company’s brand, built on performance and adventure, is especially interested in water-related projects.  Al Perkinson, vice president – marketing, is open to pitches. (For more information: 386 677 3700 x115, aperkinson@costadelmar.com). 

ON THE HORIZON

BioBlitz Returns to Central Park 

The Explorers Club and the E.O. Wilson Biodiversity Foundation will again host a BioBlitz of New York’s Central Park on June 23-24.  Scientists, naturalists and volunteers will form specialized teams to explore Central Park in a two-day inventory of the Park’s many species.  Experts, amateur naturalists, and volunteers are being sought. 

Dr. Edward O. Wilson will be on hand to aid in the identification of the park’s many insect species. A Harvard University professor emeritus, Dr. Wilson is internationally regarded as the preeminent biological theorist of the twentieth century and a pioneer in the field of biodiversity. (For more information: bioblitz@explorers.org, www.explorers.org). 
EXPEDITION CLASSIFIEDS

TV Producer – Seeks explorers for interviews, stories and photographs. Contact: www.hawkphotography.net, hawkfoto@optonline.net

Advertise in Expedition News – For just 50 cents a word, you can reach an estimated 10,000 readers of America’s only monthly newsletter celebrating the world of expeditions on land, in space, and beneath the sea. Join us as we take a sometimes irreverent look at the people and projects making Expedition News. Frequency discounts are available. (For more information: blumassoc@aol.com).

Himalaya Climbs and Treks – Africa, Himalaya, Aconcagua Climbs and Treks - Join SummitClimb.com and Daniel Mazur. Everest Basecamp Treks from $950. Kilimanjaro and Mt. Kenya Treks and Climbs. Everest Climb from $6950, Cho-Oyu from $5950, Amadablam from $1450; Pumori from $1750; Mustagata from $1690, and Lhotse from $2950. Novices, and experts are welcome. 360 570 0715, danielmazur@SummitClimb.com, www.summitclimb.com.
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